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QUALIFICATIONS: 
Doctor of Jurisprudence, Old College, Nevada School of Law, 1986 
(passed Nevada bar exam, 1986) 
Ph.D. Sociology, (Computer Science minor), Washington State University, 1968 
M.A. Sociology (Literature minor), Texas Tech University, 1966 
B.A. Sociology, Texas Tech University, 1965 
 
THESIS AND DISSERTATION TOPICS: 
Master’s thesis: “The Use of Demographic Variables in the State Economic Areas of 

Texas,” W. G. Steglich, Chair of committee 
Dissertation: “Expertise, Power, Leadership, and Personal Influence: An Integration of 

Theory and Experimental Evidence.” Bruce Mayhew, Chair of committee. 
 
ACADEMIC POSTS:  
1988-July, 2016 - Professor of Sociology and Judicial Studies, University of Nevada, Reno 
1992-June 30, 2014 – Director, Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies, UNR 
1988-present – Director, Judicial Studies graduate degree program for trial judges 
2005- present – Director, Justice Management online graduate degree program, UNR 
1977-88 - Professor of Sociology, UNR 
1971-77 - Associate Professor of Sociology, UNR 
1968-71 - Assistant Professor of Sociology, UNR 
1965-66 – Instructor, Texas Tech University Sociology Department 
 
MAJOR HONORS AND AWARDS: 
Lifetime Achievement Award, Association for the Sociology of Religion, 2022. 
Foundation Professorship, University of Nevada, Foundation 1989-1992. Partial release time for 
 research and $5,000 stipend per year for professional expenses for three years. 
Fulbright Fellowship, Catholic University of Nijmegen, The Netherlands, spring term, 1981. 
Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship recipient, 2001, for residency at Bellagio Center, Lake  







programs became independent of the Sawyer Center, and I remained director of them until June 
30, 2016. 
 
Faculty member in the Interdisciplinary Social Psychology Doctoral Program since 1968, 
teaching graduate seminars and directing dissertations for a number of doctoral students.  



Political Action Committee. 

Served on two legislative interim committees, appointed by Governor Kenny Guinn (Funding for 
Higher Education, 1999, and Higher Education Program Evaluation, 2003). I attended meetings of 
the Public Employee Benefits Committee for years representing faculty before this important body. 

Program chair for Society for the Scientific Study of Religion annual meeting, 1977, Chicago, with 
over 250 participants attending, and also served in other capacities, such as on the International 
Scholars committee. Served as president of SSSR 2013-14 and helped organize annual conference 
in Indianapolis with over 600 participants including scholars from 37 countries. 

Served as member, representing State Nevada Faculty Alliance, on bargaining team for TMCC to 
set the first contract in 1994 and each time the contract has been renegotiated since then through 
2011. 

Assisted in developing amicus briefs for several professional organizations presented before 
appeals courts in cases involving new religions. Have testified in cases in Moscow, Russia, 
London England’s High Court, and in several states in the U.S., as well as in military court 
proceedings, Ft Hood, Texas, 2012-13. Have consulted on court cases in Australia, New 
Zealand, and several European countries. Have been invited to testify or comment of 
legislation being proposed in several states and foreign countries. 

Organized sessions in many professional meetings over the years, including arranging to have over 
50 papers presented at Social Psychology and Sociology sessions at WSSA meeting, 2009, Reno 
(with much assistance of graduate student’s Social Psy Club, UNR). 

Member, Board of Directors, Domestic Violence Resource Center of Washoe County, 2016-
present.  

Program Chair and vice-president 2020 for Retired Faculty Association of UNR; President of 
RFA for 2021. 

Member, Washoe County Law Library Board of Trustees (County Commission appointee), 
1982 - 2001. 

Chair, Democratic Party of Washoe County, 1977-1979; delegate to national Democratic 
Convention, 1992. 
 
Member of 



Edited (with Bryan Turner and Adam Possamai) special issue of Democracy and Security, 2011. 
Edited with Gerald Ginsburg (1981), Special issue of Nevada Public Affairs Review on "Higher 

 Education in Nevada." 
Edited special section of Society on "Deprogramming and Brainwashing," 1980. 
Edited with David Bromley (1980). Presidential Special Issue of Sociological  

Analysis on "Religion, Economics and Society.” 
Edited special issue of American Behavioral Scientist, 1977, 20(6), on “Conversion 

 and Commitment in Contemporary Religion.” Subsequently published as a book 
(Conversion Careers





Co-PIs (with Bryan Turner and Adam Possamai) of a grant from Law and Society Association 
(funded by NSF) to fund foreign scholars to the 2012 annual meeting to participate in sessions 
organized on the topic of Legal Pluralism; $10,000.  
PI of contract to evaluate DUI court in northern rural Nevada, 2011-2012, $25,000. 
PI for Scientific Knowledge and Public Policy grant for $25,000 in 2006 from George 
Washington University School of Public Health to do exploratory research on federal courts in 
South Carolina concerning how those courts deal with scientific evidence.  



Co-PI of one grant that finished in 1999, on "Science and the Courts," ($125,000, most from SJI, 
but also involved NJC and NCJFCJ, and Federal Judicial Center). Resulted in numerous 
publications which have been widely cited. 
Co-PI with Ron Dillehay of grant from Nevada Supreme court to study grand jury process in 
Nevada, 1996-97, $12,000. 
PI of small ($1,500) grant in 1993-94 from UNR International Progra



countries. All these projects involved working with graduate students, and a number of 
publications and presentations 



13. Richardson, J. T., Stewart, M. W., & Simmonds, R. (1979). Organized Miracles: 
A Sociological Study of a Jesus Movement Organization. New Brunswick, NJ: 
Transaction Books. 

14. Richardson, J. T. (ed.). (1978). Conversion Careers: In and Out of the New 
Religions, (edited volume) 

https://search-informit-com-au.ezproxy.csu.edu.au/documentSummary;dn=381105865960551;res=IELAPA
https://search-informit-com-au.ezproxy.csu.edu.au/documentSummary;dn=381105865960551;res=IELAPA


10. Richardson, James T. (2018). “Eileen Barker: Dear friend and colleague”. Religion 
and Society, 9: 8-10. 

11. Richardson, James T. (2018). “The European Court of Human Rights: Changes and 
challenges in the social construction of religious freedom”. Religion-Stat-Gesellschaft, 
18: 13-34. 

12. Richardson, James T. (2017) “Update on Jehovah’s Witness cases before the European 
Court of Human rights: Implications of a surprising partnership.” 



23. Chomos, J. M. Miller, L. Sicafuse, J. Richardson, C. Peoples, & C. Bremer. (2011). 
Increasing juror satisfaction: A call to action for judges and researchers. Drake Law 
Review59: 707-731. 
 

24. Richardson, J.T. (2011). The social construction of legal pluralism. Democracy and 
Security 7: 390-405. 

25. Richardson, J. T. (2011). Deprogramming: From private self-help to governmental 
organized repression. Crime, 





58. Richardson, J. T. & Introvigne, M. (2001). ‘Brainwashing’ theories in European 
parliamentary and administrative reports on ‘cults’ and ‘sects.’ Journal for the Scientific 
Study of Religion, 40(2), 143-168. Reprinted in J. Richardson, Regulating Religion (2004).  

59. Richardson, J. T. (2000). Social control of minority faiths and religious freedom in Israel. 
Religion, Staat, Gesellschaft, 1(1), 23-40. 

60. Shterin, M., & Richardson, J. T. (2000). Effects of the western anti-cult movement on 
development of laws concerning religion in post-communist Russia. Journal of Church 
and State, 42, 247-272. 

61. Paloutzian, R. F., Richardson, J. T., & Rambo, L. R. (1999). Religious conversion and 
personality change. Journal of Personality, 67(6), 1047-1079. 

62. Richardson, J. T. (1999). Black’s lament: Premature pessimism and severe near-
sightedness. A comment on the lawyerization of legal Sociology by Donald Black 
published in a print symposium in the ASA Sociology of Law Newsletter, Amid, Spring 
issue. 

63. Richardson, J. T. (1999). Tenure in the new millennium: Still a useful concept. National 
Forum: The Phi Kappa Phi Journal, 79, 19-24. 

64. Richardson, J. T. (1999). Faculty governance under attack. The Chronicle of Higher 
Education XLV, 23, B9 (Feb. 12, 1999). Reprinted in journal for the Association for 
Governing Boards, Trusteeship May/June 1999: 18, 20, 22, and in a reader for a course at 
Harvard in Higher Education Administration. 

65. Richardson, J. T. (1999). Social justice and minority religions: A sociological 
introduction. Social Justice Research, 12(4), 241-252. 

66. Richardson, J. T. & Shterin, M. (1999). Minority religions and social justice in Russian 
courts: An analysis of recent cases. Social Justice Research, 12(4), 393-408. 

67. Stewart, D. T., & Richardson, J. T. (1999). Mundane materialism: How tax policies and 
other governmental regulation affected beliefs and practices of Jesus Movement 
Organizations. Journal of the American Academy of Religion, 67(4), 825-848. Reprinted 
in J. T. Richardson (Ed.), Regulating Religion (pp. 491-506) 2004. 

68. lTw 25.n82gion



diffusion. Behavioral Sciences & Law 15: 285-305.  
76. Richardson, J. (1997). The social construction of Satanism: Understanding an 

international social problem. Australian Journal of Social Issues, 32(1), 61-85. Reprinted 
in J. Lewis and J. Petersen (Eds.), The Encyclopedic Sourcebook of Satanism. Amherst, 
NY: Prometheus.  

77. Richardson, J. & Van Driel, B. (1997). Journalists’ attitudes toward new religious 
movements. Review of Religious Research, 39(2), 116-136. 

78. Gatowski, S., Dobbin, S., Richardson, J. T., Nowlin, C., & Ginsburg, G. (1996). The diffusion 
of scientific evidence: A comparative analysis of admissibility standards in Australia, Canada, 
England, and the United States, and their impact on social and behavioral sciences. Expert 
Evidence, 4, 1-8. 

79. Richardson, J. (1996). ‘Brainwashing’ claims and minority religions outside the United 



92. Richardson, J. T., Ginsburg, G., Gatowski, S., & Dobbin, S. (1995). The problems of 
applying Daubert to psychological syndrome evidence. Judicature, 79(1), 10-16. 
Summarized in Civil Justice Digest 3(1): 6-7. 

93. Dillon, J., & Richardson, J. (1994). The ‘cult’ concept: A politics of representation 
analysis. SYZYGY: Journal of Alternative Religion and Culture, 3, 185-197. 

94. Richardson, J. (1994). Dramatic changes in American expert evidence law: From Frye to 
Daubert, with special attention to implications for social and behavioural sciences. The 
Judicial Review, 2(1), 3-36. 

95. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Definitions of cult: From socio-technical to popular-negative. 
Review of Religious Research, 34(4), 348-356. Reprinted in L. Dawson (Ed.) Cults in 
Context. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers. 

96. Richardson, J.T. (1993). Mergers, “marriages,” coalitions, and denominationalization: The 
growth of Calvary Chapel. SYZYGY: Journal of Alternative Religion and Culture, 2: 205-
223. 

97. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Religiosity as deviance: Negative religious bias in and misuse of 
the DSM-III. Deviant Behavior, 14(1), 1-21. 

98. Richardson, J. T. (1992). Public opinion and the tax evasion trial of the Reverend Moon. 
Behavioral Sciences and the Law, 10, 53-65. 

99. Richardson, J. T. (1992). Twelve simple rules of successful lobbying. AAUP 
Chapter/Conference Newsletter, March-April, 1-3. 

100. Richardson, J. T., & Dewitt, J. (1992). Christian Science spiritual healing, public opinion, 
and the law. Journal of Church and State, 34(3), 549-561. 

101. Richardson, J. T., & DeWitt, J. (1992). The inner game of trial strategy and jury selection. 
Nevada Lawyer, 1(3), 15-19. 

102. Richardson, J. T. (1991). Cult/brainwashing cases and the freedom of religion. Journal of 
Church and State, 33, 55-74. 

103. Richardson, J. T. (1991). Reflexivity and objectivity in the study of controversial religions. 
Religion, 21, 305-318. 

104. Richardson, J. T. (1990). Medical malpractice screening panels in Nevada: A tentative success 
story? Nevada Public Affairs Review, 2: 54-57. 

105. Kilbourne, B., & Richardson, J. T. (1989). Paradigm conflict, types of conversion, and 
conversion theory. Sociological Analysis, 50(1), 1-21. 

106. Richardson, J. T. (1988). Changing times: Religion, economics, and the law in contemporary 
America. Sociological Analysis, 49, 1S-14S. Presidential Address to the Association for the 
Sociology of Religion. 

107. Kilbourne, B. and J.T. Richardson. (1988). A social psychological analysis of healing. 
Journal of Integrative and Eclectic Psychotherapy, 7(1), 20-34. 

108. Van Driel, B., & Richardson, J. T. (1988). Categorization of new religious movements in 
American print media. Sociological Analysis, 49(2), 171-183. 

109. Van Driel, B., & Richardson, J. T. (1988). Print media coverage of new religious movements: 
A longitudinal study. Journal of Communication, 38(3), 37-61. 

110. Richardson, J. T., DeWitt, J., & Neese, S. (1987). Public opinion in Northern Nevada. 
Nevada Public Affairs Review, 1, 3-10. 

111. Richardson, J. T., Swain, K. G., Codega, J., & Bazzell, K. (1987). Forensic sociology: 



Some cautions and recommendations. The American Sociologist, 18(4), 385-393. 
112. Richardson, J. T. (1986). Consumer protection and deviant religion: A case study. Review 

of Religious Research, 28(2), 168-179. 
113. Kilbourne, B. and Richardson, J. (1986). Cultphobia. Thought: A Review of Culture and 

Idea LXI: 258-266. 
114. Richardson, J. T., & Kilbourne, B. (1986). Communalization of religious experience. 

Journal of Community Psychology, 14, 206-212. 
115. Kilbourne, B. K., & Richardson, J. T. (1985). Social experimentation: Self-process or 

social role. International Journal of Social Psychiatry, 31(1), 13-22. 
116. Richardson, J. T. (1985). The ac



Kaslow & M. Sussman (Eds.), Cults and Family, New York: Haworth Press, 1982. 
129. Richardson, J. T. (1981). Editor's Introduction, introduction to special issue of Nevada 

Public Affairs Review, on Higher Education in Nevada. 
130. Richardson, J. T., & Jessup, D. (1981). 



148. Richardson, J. T., & Davis, R. (1976). The organization and functioning of the Children of God. 
Sociological Analysis, 37(4), 321-339. Reprinted in a volume edited by Martin Marty. 

149. Richardson, J.T. (1976). Critique of Bibby and Brinkerhoff’s “Sources of religious 
involvement.” Review of Religious Research 17: 158-160. 

150. Harder, M. W., J.T. Richardson, & Simmonds, R. (1975). Lifestyle, sex roles, courtship, 
marriage, and family in a changing Jesus movement organization. International Review of 
Modern Sociology, 6(1), 155-172. Reprinted in one edited volume. 

151. Richardson, J. T., (1975). The Jesus movement:  An assessment. Listening:  Journal of 
Religion and Culture, 9(3), 20-42.  Reprinted in R. Woods (Ed.), Heterodoxy. Listening 
Press:  Forest Hill, Illinois. 

152. Richardson, J. T. (1975). New forms of deviancy in a fundamentalist church: A case 
study0 Td
[(. L)11 (i)-2 (38-5 (o)-4.1 (d)-4 (o)-14 (xy)]TJ
tB)7 0 Tw 24c1-2 (38-d
[(R)-3 (uvB)7 0o4pB)]TJ




167. Richardson, J. T., Mayhew, B. H., & Gray, L. N. (1969). Behavioral measurement of 
operating power structures: Characterizations of asymmetrical interaction. Sociometry, 
32(4), 474-489. 

168. Richardson, J. T., Mayhew, B. H., & Gray, L. N. (1969). Differentiation, restraint, and the 
asymmetry to power. Human Relations, 22(3), 263-264. 

169. Richardson, J. T., Steglich, W. G., & Cartwright, W. J. (1969). A refined index of urbanism. 
The Rocky Mountain Social Science Journal, 6(1), 163-171. 

170. Gray, L. N., Richardson, J. T., & Mayhew, B. H. (1968). Influence attempts and effective 
power: A re-examination of an unsubstantiated hypothesis. Sociometry, 31(3), 245-258. 

171. Richardson, J. T. (1966). Demographic indicators of urbanism as a way of life. 
Proceedings of the Southwestern Sociological Association, 16, 136-140.  

Book Chapters  
Have published over 100 chapters in edited collections over the years, including 
some in other languages than English. Many were done with current and former graduate 
students, and others were written with colleagues from around the world. Some have been 
reprinted in other collections. Am involved in writing several other requested chapters as well. 

1. Richardson, James T. (2022). “Recruitment to QAnon: Ordinary Persuasion or 
‘Brainwashing’? Forthcoming in Monica Miller (ed.), The Social Science of QAnon. 
Cambridge University Press. 

2. Richardson, James T. and David Bromley (2022). “The QAnon Conspiracy 
Narrative: Understanding the Social Construction of Danger”. Forthcoming in 
Monica Miller (ed.), The Social Science of QAnon. Cambridge University Press. 

 
3. Mihai Popa and James T. Richardson. (2022). “The role of Jehovah’s Witnesses case 

law in the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights.” Forthcoming in 
Effie Fokas (ed.), Freedom of and Freedom from Belief at the European Court of 
Human Rights. 

4. Richardson, James T. (2020). “Minority religions responses to the law: A theoretical 
excursus”. In: E. Barker and J.T. Richardson (eds), Reactions to the Law by Minority 
Religions. London: Routledge. 

5. McGraw, Barbara and Richardson, James T. (2020a) “Religious regulation in the 
United States.” In: Djupe, P, Rozell, M, and Jelen, T (eds.), Oxford Encyclopedia of 
Politics and Religion. New York: Oxford University Press, 1443-1467.  

6. McGraw, Barbara and Richardson James T. (2020b). “Tolerance and intolerance in 
the history of religious liberty jurisprudence in the United States and the 
implementation of RFRA and RLUIPA.” In: Karpov, V and Svensson, M (eds.), 
Secularization, Desecularization, and Toleration: Cross-Disciplinary Challenges to 
a Modern Myth. New York: Springer. 

 
7. Martini, 



8. Richardson, James T. (2017). “The law, the courts, religious freedom, and the evolving 
pattern of jurisprudence in Western societies. In E. Gallagher (ed.), ‘Cult Wars in 
Historical Perspective: New and Minority Religions. London: Routledge, 69-80. 

 
9. Richardson, James T. (2016), “Law and social control of religion.” In David Yamane 

(ed.), Handbook on Religion and Society. 





33. Richardson, J. T. (2010). Identity theories, religious groups, and legal social control in 
Central and Eastern Europe.” In I. Borowik and M. Zawila (Eds.), Religions and 
Identities in Transition (pp. 15-



48. Langrod, J., Muffler, J., Abel, J., Richardson, J. T., Curet, E., Joseph, H., & Ruiz, P. 
(2005). Faith-Based Approaches. In J. Lowinson, P. Ruiz, R. Millman, & J. Langrod 
(Eds.), Substance Abuse: A Comprehensive Textbook (4th edition) (pp. 763-772). 
Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. (revision of # 50 below). 

49. Richardson, J. T. (2005). Law. In H. R. Ebaugh (Ed.), Handbook of Religion and Social 
Institutions (pp. 227-240). New York: Springer. 

50. Richardson, J. T. (2004). Legal dimensions of new religions. In J. Lewis (Ed.), The 
Oxford Handbook of New Religious Movements (pp. 163-183). Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 

51. 



62. Richardson, J. T., & Shetrin, M. (2002). Effects of Western anti-cult movement on 
developments of laws concerning religion in post-communist Russia. In S. Rink, T. 
Schweer, & T. Hase (Eds.), Streitfall Neue Religionen. Marburg: Diagonal-Verlag. 

63. Richardson. J.T. (2002). Satanism and witchcraft: Social construction of a melded but 
mistaken identity. In D. Davis and B. Hanks (Eds.), New Religious Movements & 
Religious Liberty in America (pp. 87-100). Baylor, TX: Baylor University Press.  

64. Richardson, J. T. (2001). Law, social control, and minority religions. In P. Cote (Ed.), 
Frontier Religions in Public Space (pp. 139-168). Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press. 
An earlier version appeared in Polish in W. Piwowarski (Ed.), Sociologia Religii 
(pp.253-270). Krakow: Nomos. 

65. Richardson, J. T. (2001). Public Policy toward Minority Religions in the United States: A 
Model for Europe and Other Countries? In P. D. Nesbitt (Ed.), Religion and Social 
Policy (pp. 15-38). New York: Alta Mira. 

66. Richardson, J. T. (2000). Discretion and discrimination in cases in legal cases involving 
controversial religious groups and allegations of ritual abuse. In R. Ahdar (Ed.), Law 
and Religion. (pp. 11-132). Aldershot: Ashgate. 

67. Bjur, R., & Richardson, J. T. (1999). Expert testimony involving chemists and chemisty. 
In C. Meyer (Ed.), Expert Witnessing: Explaining and Understanding Science (pp. 67-
88). New York: CRC Press LLC. 

68. Richardson, J. T. (1999). New religions and religious freedom in Eastern and Central 
Europe, with special focus on Hungary. In A. Sajo & S. Avineri (Eds.), The Law and 
Religious Identity: Models for Post-Communism (pp.115-212). The Hague: Kluwer Law 
International. 

69. Richardson, J. T., (1999). Public Religion and New Religions. In W. H. Swatos & J. K. 
Wellman (Eds.), The Power of Religious Publics: Staking Claims in American Society 
(pp.153-167). Westport, CT: Praeger Publishers. 

70. Richardson, J. (1999). Social control of new religions: From ‘brainwashing’ claims to 
child sex abuse accusations. In S. Palmer & C. Hardman (Eds.), Children in New 
Religions (pp. 172-186). New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 

71. Richardson, J. T. (1999). The Religious Freedom Restoration Act: A short-lived 
experiment in religious freedom. In D. Guinn, C. Barrigar, & K. Young (Eds.), Religion 
and Law i



77. 



92. Richardson, J. T. (1988). Proselytizing process of the new religions. In M. Marty & F. 
Greenspan (Eds.), Pushing the Faith (pp. 143-154). Crossroad Press, Reprinted as 
Conversion processes in the new religions, in N. Malony & S. Southard (Eds.), 
Handbook of Religious Conversion. Birmingham, Alabama: Religious Education Press. 
1992. 

93. Richardson, J. T. (1988). Uses of money by new religions. In J. T. Richardson (Ed.), 
Money and Power in the New Religions (pp. 141-159). Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen 
Press. 

94. Richardson, J. T. (1988). Money and power in the new religions: An introduction. In 
J.T. Richardson (Ed.), Money and Power in the New Religions, (pp.3-20). Lewiston, NY: 
Edwin Mellen Press. 

95. Richardson, J. T., van der Lans, J., & Derks, F. (1986). Leaving and labeling: Voluntary and 
coercive disaffiliation from new religions social movements. In K. Lang and G. Lang 
(Eds.), Social Movements, Conflict and Change.  (97-126). Greenwich, CT: JAI Press. 

96. Richardson, J. T. (1985). Methodological considerations in the study of new religions. In 
B. Kilbourne (Ed.), Scientific Research and New Religions: Divergent Perspectives (pp. 
130-137). San Francisco: Pacific Division, ASA. 

97. Richardson, J. (1985). The ‘deformation’ of new religions: Impacts of societal and 
organizational factors. In T. Robbins, W. Shepherd, & J. McBride (Eds.), Cults, Culture, 
and the Law (pp. 163-176). Chico, CA: Scholars Press. 

98. Richardson, J. (1985). Psychological and psychiatric studies of new religions. In L. 
Brown (Ed.), Advances in Psychology of Religion (pp. 209-223). New York: Pergamon 
Press. 

99. Richardson, J. T. (1985). Conversion to new religions: Secularization or re-enchantment? 
In P. Hammond (Ed.), The Sacred in a Post-Secular Age (pp. 104-121). Berkeley: U. of 
California Press. 

100. Richardson, J. T. (1984). The 'Old Right' In Action: Mormon and Catholic Involvement in 
an ERA. In D. Bromley & A. Shupe (Eds.), New Christian Politics (pp. 213-233). Macon, 
GA: Mercer University Press. 

101. Lofland, J. and Richardson, J. T (1984). New religious movement organizations: 
Elemental forms and dynamics. In Research in Social Movements, Conflicts and Change 
(pp. 29-51). JAI Press. Reprinted in J. Lofland (Ed.), Protest: Studies of Collective 
Behavior and Social Movements, New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Books. 

102. Richardson, J. T., Stewart, M. W., & Simmonds, R. (1984). The farm and role 
expectations in women. Reprinted from Organized Miracles in P. McNamara (Ed.), Religion 
North American Style, Wadsworth. 

103. Richardson, J. T. (1983). The brainwashing/deprogramming controversy: An introduction. 
In D. Bromley & J. Richardson (Eds.), The Brainwashing/Deprogramming Controversy 
(pp. 1-11). Toronto: Edwin Mellen Press. 

104. Richardson, J. & Kilbourne, B. (1983). Classical and contemporary applications of 
brainwashing models: A comparison and critique. In D. Bromley & J. Richardson 
(Eds.), The Brainwashing/Deprogramming Controversy (pp. 29-46). New York: Edwin 
Mellen Press. 

105. Richardson, J. T., Stewart, M. W., & Simmonds, R. B. (1981). Conversion to 
Fundamentalism. In T. Robbins & D. Anthony (Eds.), In Gods We Trust, New 
Brunswick, New Jersey: Transaction Books. Reprinted in Sociology, by Ian Robertson, 
Worth Publishing. 



106. Richardson, J. T. (1980). Peoples’ Temple: A corrective critique and comparison. Journal 
for the 



12. Richardson, J. T. (2012). Conversion and new religious movements. In D. Snow, D. della 
Porta, B. Klandermans, and D. McAdam (Eds.), Encyclopedia of Social and Political 
Movements. Oxford: Blackwell. 

13. Richardson, J.T. (2012). Eileen Barker. In M. Juergensmeyer and C. Roof (Eds.), 
Encyclopedia of Global Religion (p. 119). London: Sage. 

14. Richardson, J. T. (2008). Minority Religions. In R. Schaefer (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Race, 
Ethnicity, and Society (pp. 1139-1141). London: Sage Publications. 

15. Richardson, J. T. (2008). Peyote. In R. Schaefer (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, 
and Society (pp. 1044-1045). London: Sage Publications. 

16. Richardson, J.T. (2008). The Religious Freedom Restoration Act. In R. Schaefer (Ed.), 
Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, and Society (pp. 1141-1143). London: Sage Publications. 

17. Richardson, J. T. (2003). New Religious Movements. In C. Cookson (Ed.), Encyclopedia 
of Religious Freedom (pp. 297-301). New York: Routledge. 

18. Richardson, J.T. (2001). Conversion. In B. Brasher (Ed.), Encyclopedia of 
Fundamentalism (pp. 110-112). New York: Routledge. 

19. Richardson, J. T. (2000). Brainwashing. In encyclopedia, Contemporary American 
Religion. 

20. Richardson, J. T. (1999). Christian Science. In R. Wuthnow (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of 
Politics and Religion (pp. 130-131). Washington, D.C. Congressional Quarterly, Inc. 

21. Richardson, J.T. (1998). Satanism. In W. Swatos (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Religion and 
Society (pp. 446-447). Walnut Creek, CA: Altimra Press.  

22. Richardson, J.T. (1998). Alcoholics Anonymous. In W. Swatos (Ed.), Encyclopedia of 
Religion and Society (p.12). Walnut Creek, CA: Altimra Press.  

23. Richardson, J.T. (1998). Authoritarianism. In W. Swatos (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Red.), 



33. Richardson, J. T. (1990). New religious groups. In R. Hunter, et al. (Eds.), Dictionary of 
Pastoral Care and Counseling (pp. 785-787). Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press. 

34. Richardson, J. T. (1990). Sociology of religion. In R. Hunter, et al., (Eds.), Dictionary of 
Pastoral Care and Counseling (pp. 1197-1198). Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press. 

Book Reviews 

1. Richardson, James T. Review of Civil Religion Today: Religion and the American 
Nation in Twenty-first Century, edited by Rhys Williams,y 





29. Faith in the Heart of Russia: The Religiosity of Post-



50. The Cult Experience, by Gordon Melton and Robert Moore. Reviewed in Journal of Pastoral 
Counseling, 1984. 

51. Saints, Slaves and Blacks: The Changing Place of Black People within Mormonism, by N.G. 
Bringhurst. Reviewed in Journ



3. R. Thomas, V. Springer, J. Reichert, and J.T. Richardson (2008). State-by-State Guide on 
Courts of Limited Jurisdiction. Prepared for the National Judicial College 

4. Thomas, R., V. Springer, J. T. Richardson, and M. Leone (2009). Supplemental report on 
Nevada Judicial Evaluation Project. Submitted to Article 6 Commission of the Nevada 
Supreme Court. 

5. Thomas, R., Flores, D., & Richardson, J. T. (2007). Assessment of impact of first 
responder training at Fire Science Academy. Prepared for UNR Fire Science Academy. 

6. *Austin, J., J.T. Richardson, M. Leone, J. Russell, V. Springer, and J. Reichert (2007. 
Final report and recommendations: Truth in sentencing. Prepared for Nevada Commission 
on the Administration of Justice. 

7. Merlino, M., Shirley, D., Jehle, A., & Richardson, J. T. (2005). Volunteers in 
misdemeanor courts. Report of research project done for the National Judicial College by 
the Grant Sawyer Center for Justice Studies. Completed in June. 

8. Jehle, A., & Richardson, J. T. (2004). Judicial evaluation as a response to the ABA 
guidelines.  Report prepared for the Lawyer’s Conference, Judicial Division, American 
Bar Association. 

9. Richardson, J.T., R. Dillehay, and R. Thomas (2004). Identifying, examining, and 
mitigating barriers to service of protection orders in domestic violence cases. Report 
prepared for Nevada Attorney General; funded by OJDP and U.S. Dept. of Justice. 

10. J.T. Richardson, G.P. Ginsburg, S. Dobbin, and S. Gatowski (1999). Science in the 
courtroom: Improved understanding through better judicial education. Prepared for State 
Justice Institute, Federal Judicial Center, National Judicial College, National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges. 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Have presented over 400 papers at professional meetings and universities in about 30 countries,  
with over 120 involving graduate students as co-authors and presenters.  Some of these  
presentations were presented more than once, usually by invitation.  Many of these papers were  
later published as articles or book chapters. Also, I have organized many sessions at professional 
meetings and been a discussant in sessions many times as well. Am working on several more 
presentations in the coming months, including a keynote address at a conference in Padova, Italy 
in Sept. 2022. 
 

1. Richardson, James T. (2021). “QAnon recruitment: Ordinary persuasion or 
‘brainwashing’? Presented at annual conference for the Society for the Scientific 
Study of Religion, Portland, Oregon, Oct. 

 
2. James Richardson and James Beckford. “Thoughts on the life of Jay Demerath” 

Presented at annual conference for the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, 
Portland, Oregon, Oct. 
 

3. Richardson, James T. (2021). “Ghent decision in Jehovah’s Witness case: 
Anomaly of a new reality?” Presented at Zoom conference jointly sponsored by 
CESNUR and HRWF, Brussels, Belgium, April. 

 



4. Richardson, James T. (2021). “Theoretical Understandings of How and Why 
Minority Religions Sometimes Succeed in the Legal Arena”. Presented in April via 
Zoom at co8 



14. Richardson, James T. (2017). “Courts as ‘Partners’ and ‘Third Party Partisans’ 
in the Social Construction of Religious Freedom.” Presented at annual meeting 
of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Washington, D.C., Oct. 

15. Richardson, James T. (2016). Made six presentations to cadet classes at Peoples; 
Public Security University, Beijing, China, September 2016. Topics included: 
“Managing and regulating Religion”, “European Treatment of Minority 
Religions: Examining Key Court Cases”, “Research Methods for Studying 
Religious Groups”, “’Brainwashing’ around the World and Social Control of 
Minority Faiths”, “Social Construction of Legal Pluralism”, and “The Texas 
Raid on the fundamentalist Latter-Day Saints”. 

16. Richardson, James T. (2016). “How and Why Do Courts Manage Religion in 
Western Democracies?” Presented at annual meeting of Association for the 
Sociology of Religion, Seattle, WA. 

17. Richardson, James T. (2016). “Critique of Storming Zion by Stuart Wright and 
Susan Palmer.” Presented at annual meeting of Association for the Sociology of 
Religion, Seattle, WA. 

18. Richardson, James T. (2016). “Managing Religious Freedom: Some Case 
Studies.” Invited keynote address to Conference on “Human Rights and 
Religion,” Padua University, Padua, Italy. 

19. Richardson, James T. (2016). “The Courts, Jehovah's Witnesses, and the Social 
Construction of Religion Freedom in Eastern and Central Europe.” Presented at 
biannual conference of International Study of Religion in Eastern and Central 
Europe Association, Zadar, Croatia. 

 



24. Richardson, James T., Victoria Springer, and Peter Martini (2015). “Views of 
American civil and immigration law among a crowdsourced sample of 
American Muslims,” Presented at symposium at Western Sydney University on 
“Shari’a, culture, and legal pluralism,” Sydney. 

25. Richardson, James T. (2015 “Courts as ‘partners’ and ‘third party partisans’ in 
the social construction of religious freedom.” Presented at biannual conference 
of the International Society for the Sociology of Religion, Louvain-la- Neuve, 
Belgium. 

26. Richardson, J.T., J. Reichert, and R. Thomas (2015). “Brainwashing,” religion, 
and terrorism: Public policy implications. Presented at special conference of the 
Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues. Washington, D.C. 

27. Richardson, James T. (2014). “Religious diversity, social control, and religious 
pluralism: A socio-legal analysis.” Presented at annual conference of the 
Association for the Sociology of Religion, San Francisco. 

28. Richardson, James T. (2014). “Jehovah’s Witnesses in court in Europe: 
Trailblazing for religious freedom.” Presented at annual CESNUR conference, 
Baylor University, Waco. 

29. Richardson, James T. (2014). “Religious freedom in the west: Is the glass half 



35. Richardson, James T. (2014). “Sociological activism and religious freedom.” 
Invited lecture at Alpha Kappa Delta Annual lecture and induction ceremony, 
Wittenberg University, Ohio 

36. Richardson, James T. (2014). “Brainwashing around the world and social 
control of minority faiths.” Presented at biannual conference of International 
Association for the Study of Religion in Eastern and Central Europe.” Kaunas, 
Lithuania. 

37. Richardson, James T. (2014). “Expert witness testimony in cases involving 
terrorism allegations: Is there a ‘terrorism exception’ operating?” Presented an 
annual conference of the Pacific Sociological Association, Portland, Ore. 

38. Richardson, James T. (2014). “A sociological interpretation of jurisprudential 
patterns of religious freedom and human and civil rights in Council of Europe 
nations.” Keynote address for conference on “International Relations and 
Human Rights,” sponsored by European Humanities University and Nordic 
Summer University, University of Vilnius, Lithuania. 

39. Richardson, James T. (2013)) “Things I wish I had known when starting my 
career.” Presented at panel at annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological 
Association, Reno, NV. 

40. Richardson, James T. and Mauricio Alvarez (2013) “The spread of state 



2007. Presented to the American Society of Criminology annual conference, 
Chicago, IL. 

47. Richardson, J. T. (2012





70. Chavez, H. L., M. Kemmelmeier, J.T. Richardson, and J.H. Vargas (2011). The 
bilingual jury: The effect of non-English speaking jurors on jury deliberation and 
jury verdicts. Presented at annual meeting of the American Psychology-Law 
Society. Miami, FL. 

71. Richardson, J.T. (2011). Higher education budget and legislative efforts. Invited 
presentation, UNR College of Liberal Arts Advisory Board, Reno, NV. 

72. Richardson, J.T. (2011). Budget crisis and impacts on NSHE. Invited 
presentation at Nevada Faculty Alliance and Faculty Senate sponsored luncheon 
Honoring Senator Bill Raggio. Reno, NV. 

 
73. Richardson, J.T. (2010). Sociology of religious freedom and legal pluralism. Invited 

presentation, University of Western Sydney. Also invited presentation (with V. 
Springer), much revised, at conference in New Brunswick, Canada. 

74. Richardson, J.T. (2010). Minority religions and the European Court of Human 
Rights. Invited public lecture at the Un



working with secondary data: Experiences related to data gathered for non-
scientific purposes.  Presented at annual meeting of the Western Social Science 
Association, Reno, NV. 

83. Russell, J., V. Springer, M. Leone, and J.T Richardson (2010). One thing leads 
to another: Exploring the direct and indirect effects of offender behavior and 
official recommendations on sentencing outcomes. Presented at annual meeting 
of the Western Social Science Association, Reno, NV.  

84. Merlino, M. L., J.T. Richardson, and J. Chamberlain (2010). Science in the law 
school curriculum: Information sources for science education for law students. 
Presented at annual meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, Division 
41 of the American Psychological Association, Vancouver, BC, Canada. 

85. Springer, V., M.C. Leone, J. Russell, and J.T. Richardson (2010). Felony 
sentencing in rural and urban courts: Comparing formal legal and substantive 
political models in the west. Presented at annual meeting of the Academy of 
Criminal Justice Sciences, San Diego, CA.  

86. Richardson, J. T. (2010). History of higher education funding in Nevada. 
Presented at “Teach in on the Budget Crisis,” University of Nevada, Reno, 
Reno, NV. 

87. Reichert, J. and J.T. Richardson (2010). Decline of a moral panic: A social-
psychological and socio-legal examination of the current status of Satanism. 
Presented at annual meeting of the Western Social Science Association, Reno, 
NV. 

88. Richardson, J. T. (2009). Deprogramming in Japan: A continuing problem. 
Presented at annual meeting of the Western Social Science Association, Salt 
Lake City. 

89. Thomas, R., J.T. Richardson, and M. Leone (2009). Judicial performance 
evaluations: A report from the field. Presented at annual meeting of the Western 
Social Science Association, Salt Lake City. 

90. Reichert, J., and J. T. Richardson (2009). Decline of a moral panic: Examination 
of current status of Satanism in the courts. Presented at annual meeting of the 
Western Social Science Association, Salt Lake City. 

 
91. Flores, D., J.T. Richardson, and M. Merlino (2009). Examining the effects of the 

Daubert trilogy on expert evidence practices: An empirical analysis. Presented at 
annual meeting of the Law and Society Association, Denver, CO. 

92. Richardson, J.T., and Marat Shterin (2009). Russia, the European Court of Human 
Rights, and minority religion



93. Flores, D. M., and J.T. Richardson (2009). A thematic analysis of judicial and 
attorney perspectives on the effects of Daubert on expert evidence practices. 
Presented at meeting of the International Conference on Science in Society, 
Cambridge, U.K. 

94. Merlino, M. L., J.T. Richardson, and J. Chamberlain, J. (2009). Science in the law 
school curriculum: Law professors’ use of credible dissemination sources for 
teaching science to law students. Presented at the annual meeting of the Law and 
Society Association, Denver, CO. 

95. Merlino, M. L., S. Domitrovich, and J.T. Richardson (2009). Justice in the eyes of 
the beholder: State trial judges’ views about the use of court-appointed experts. 
Presented at annual meeting of the Law and Society Association, Denver, CO. 

96. Domitrovich, S., M. L. Merlino, and J.T. Richardson (2009). Court-appointed vs. 
privately-retained experts: Does money buy justice? Presented at annual meeting 
of the Law and Society Association, Denver, CO. 

97. Merlino, M. L., S. Domitrovich, and J.T. Richardson, J. T. (2009). Judicial 
discourse about perceptions of procedural justice and the use of court-appointed 
experts in state trial courts. Presented at annual meeting of the American 
Psychology-Law Society, Division 41 of the American Psychological Association, 
San Antonio, TX. 

98. Domitrovich, S., M.L. Merlino, and J.T. Richardson (2009). Judicial appointment 
of experts by docket and evidence type. Presented at annual meeting of the 
American Psychology-Law Society, Division 41 of the American Psychological 
Association, San Antonio, TX. 

99. Leone, M. C., J.T. Richardson, J.F. Austin, J. Russell, J. and V Springer (2009). A 
profile of first-time prison sentences in Nevada. Presented at annual meeting of the 
Western Society of Criminology, San Diego: CA



106. Russell, J., V. Springer, M. Leone, and J.T. Richardson (2009). Sentence suggested 
and sentence received: An analysis of factors which lead judges to deviate from the 
pre-sentence investigation report (PSIR). Presented at annual meeting of the 
Western Criminology Society, San Diego, CA. 

107. Springer, V., J. Russell, M. Leone, and J.T. Richardson (2009). Suggestions 
offered and suggestions ignored: Factors which explain the decision to sentence in 
opposition to the Pre-Sentence Investigation Report. Presented at annual meeting 
of Western Social Science Association, Albuquerque, NM. Earlier version 
presented at annual meeting of the Western Criminology, San Diego, CA.  

108. Leon, M., & J.T. Richardson (2009). Nevada’s prison population and cost growth, 
1980-2008: The dangers and opportunities for prison and parole reform posed by 
Nevada’s fiscal crisis. Presented at conference sponsored by John Jay College 
Center of Media, Crime & Justice, Pew Charitable Trust, and the UNR Reynolds 
Journalism School. 

109. Richardson, J. T., V. Lykes, and J. Shoemaker (2009). Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
the European Court of Human Rights. Presented at biannual meeting of the 
International Society for the Sociology of Religion, Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain. 

110. Richardson, J. T. (2009). Aumism and the European Court of Human Rights: A 
case study in avoidance. Presented at biannual meeting of the International Society 
for the Sociology of Religion, Santiago de Compostela, Spain, August. Also 
presented at annual meeting of CESNUR, Salt Lake City. 

111. Richardson, J. T. (2009). Marginalizing religion through the courts of law: A 
strange case in Kazakhstan. Presented at annual meeting of CESNUR annual 
conference, Salt Lake City. 

112. Richardson, J. T. (2009). European Court of Human Rights and religious freedom. 
Presentation to the History Club, Reno, NV. 

113. Richardson, J. T. (2008) Identity theories, religious groups, and legal social control 
in Central and Eastern Eur (to)ToHvPcu. (n)-4
[(P)-6.4 (0HvPcu (es)-5 (en)-4 (1t)-6 (ed)-4 ( at)-6 ( an)-4 ()-14 (1n)-4 (al)-6m (t)-6e (at)-6 (i)- (an)-4 6)-4 ( 1n)-4 (f)-6 ( )]TJ
0 T.0.001 Tw ( t)-2 (he)4 ( I)1ntd lernatia 



119. Flores, D. M., J.T. Richardson, and M. Merlino (2008).  Expert evidence in federal 
courts: A case study. Presented at annual meeting of the Hawaii International 
Conference on Social Sciences, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

120. Richardson, J. T. (2008) Minority religions and the European Court of Human 
Rights. Invited keynote presentation at a conference sponsored by Aumists religion, 
Paris, France, and also presented at CESNUR conference in London. 

121. Merlino, M. L., J.T. Richardson, and J. Chamberlain (2008). Science in the law 
school c



133. Richardson, J. T., J. Chamberlain, and J. Shoemaker (2006). Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act. Presented at annual meeting of Society for the Scientific Study of 
Religion, Portland, OR. 

134. Richardson, J. T. (2006). Comments on When Prophecy Never Fails. Presented at 
annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Portland, 
Oregon. 

135. Miller, M. K.,and Richardson, J. T. (2006). Expanding therapeutic jurisprudence: 
Making the law more therapeutic for legal actors. Presented at the Western and 
Pacific Association of Criminal Justice Educators conference, Reno, NV.  

 
136. Richardson, J. T. (2006). Regulation of minority religions by constitutional courts 

in former communist countries. Presented at meeting of World Congress of 
Sociology, Durban, South Africa. 

137. Richardson, J. T. (2006). Jehovah's Witnesses win major legal victory in Germany. 
Presented at annual meeting of CESNUR



148. Richardson, J. T., and J. Chamberlin, J. (2005). Religion and constitutional courts 
in former communist countries. Presented at Law & Society Association annual 
meeting, Las Vegas, NV, June. 

149. Richardson, J. T. (2005). Academic freedom in perilous times. Invited keynote 
address at AAUP California State Conference, Mills College. 

150. Richardson, J. T. (2004). New religions in communist countries: A sociology of law 
analysis. Presented at annual meeting of the American Academy of Religion, San 
Antonio. Also presented earlier at biannual meeting of the International Study of 
Religion in Central and Eastern Europe Association, L’viv, Ukraine, 2003. 

151. Dahir, V. B., M.  Merlino, J.T. Richardson, J., S. Dobbin, S. Gatowski, and G. Ginsburg 
(2004). Unlocking the Daubert gate: Can comparative scientists obtain the key from 
a national survey of gatekeepers on the admissibility of expert evidence? Invited 
presentation at the annual meeting of the American Board of Forensic Document 
Examiners, Las Vegas, NV. 

152. Richardson, J. T. (2004). Comments on Religion on Trial by P. Hammond, R. 
Machacek, and E. Mazur. Presented at annual meeting of the Religious Research 
Association, Kansas City, Mo. 

153. Richardson, J. T. (2004). Religion in public space: A comparison of Japan, Russia, 
and the United States. Invited presentations at the first ever conference on “Regulating 
Religion,” sponsored by the Chinese Academy of Social Science, Beijing. 

154. Richardson, J. T. (2004). The sociology of religious freedom. Presented at annual 
meeting of the Association for the Sociology of Religion, San Francisco. 

155. Cote, P., and J.T. Richardson (2004). In the world but not part of it: Jehovah's 
Witnesses, constitutional activism, and public sphere building. Presented at annual 
meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco. 

156. Richardson, J. T. (2004). Jury nullification: An expansive view. Presented at annual 
meeting of the Law and Society Association, Chicago. 

157. Richardson, J. T. (2004). The never-ending saga: Lessons from the Jehovah's Witness 
Moscow dissolution case. Presented at annual meeting of the CESNUR, an Italian 
Center for the Study of New Religions, meeting at Baylor University. 

158. Jehle, A. and J.T. Richardson (2004). An assessment of the ABA guidelines for 
evaluating judicial performance. Presented to the American Bar Association 
Committee on the Judiciary, San Antonio. 

159. Richardson, J. T. (2003). Academic freedom issues in contemporary higher 
education. Invited presentations at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks and 
Anchorage campuses. 

160. Richardson, J. T. (2003). Governmental and parliamentary reports on minority 
religions: Some guidelines. Invited paper at conference in Salt Lake City, on 
“Religious Pluralism, Difference and Social Stability.” 

161. Richardson, J. T. (2003). Comments in honor of Eileen Barker. Presented at annual 
meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Norfolk, VA. 

162. Richardson, J. T. (2003). Public policy toward minority religions. Presented at 
annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Norfolk, VA. 

163. Richardson, J. T. (2003). Movements and the media: Public images of new religious 
movements. Presented at annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of 
Religion, Norfolk, VA. 



164. Richardson, J. T. (2003).  Legislative studies and faculty workload. Presented at 
UNR-NFA forum, along with co-presenters Chancellor Jane Nichols and Regent 
Derby. 

165. Richardson, J. T., (2003). Comments on the Canadian situation of church-state 
relations. Presented at conference at Laval University in Quebec, on “Public 
Management of Religious Diversity: Dangerous Religion and Endangered 
Religion.” 

166.  Richardson, J. T. (2003). Governmental reports on minority religions: An 
assessment. Invited presentation at conference at Laval University in Quebec, on 
“Public Management of Religious Diversity: Dangerous Religion and Endangered 
Religion.” 

167. Richardson, J. T., and T. Oleson (2003). The social psychology of terrorism. 
P



dissimilar movements. Invited presentation at conference at Baylor University on 
“New Religious Movements and Religious Liberty in America.” 

180. Richardson, J. T., S. Dobbin, S. Gatowski, G. Ginsburg, G. (2001). The impact of 
Daubert and its progeny on the admissibility of Battered Women Syndrome 
evidence. Presented at annual meeting of the Law and Society Association, 
Budapest, Hungary. 

181. Richardson, J. T., & Cote, P. (2001). Jehovah’s Witnesses as a public religion. 
Presented at biannual meeting of the International Society for the Sociology of 
Religion, Mexico City. 

182. Richardson, J. T. (2001). Governmental intervention in new religions in Europe. 
Presented at biannual meeting of International Society for the Sociology of 
Religion, Mexico City. 

183. Richardson, J. T. (2001). Efforts to influence governmental policy about new 
religions: The cases of INFORM in England and the Observatory in Belgium. 
Presented at annual meeting of the German Religious History Association, Leipzig, 
Germany. 

184. Richardson, J. T. (2001). Report on governmental treatment of new religions. 
Presented to conference on “Evangelism in Europe,” held at Lausanne University, 
Switzerland. 

185. Richardson, J. T. (2000). A sociology of law analysis of governmental treatment of 
new religions. Presented at biannual meeting of International Society for the 



Boston. (This was done in conjunction with several meetings with FBI personnel at 
annual AAR meeting.) 

196. Richardson, J. T. (1999). The ethics of research on controversial religious groups. 
Presented at annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, 
Boston. 

197. Richardson, J. T., and P. Cote (1999). ‘Deformation’ and change in Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. Presented at annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of 
Religion, Boston. 

198. Richardson, J. T. (1999). How to achieve tenure: Some practical steps. Presented to 
the Minority Scholars conference in New Orleans. (This conference involves over 
400 minority doctoral candidates from around the country, meeting to learn more 
about how to succeed as graduate students and as academicians.) 

199. Richardson, J. T., and M. Introvigne (1999). Use of ‘brainwashing’ concept in 
European governmental reports on new religions. Presented at CENSUR 
conference, Bryn Athyn, PA, and at biannual meeting of the International Society 
for the Sociology of Religion, Louvain, Belgium. 

200. Richardson, J. T., and M. Shterin (1999). Local laws as precursors to new federal 
laws on religion in Russia. Presented at annual CESNUR Conference on “New 
Religions,” Bryn Athyn, PA. 

201. Richardson, J. T. (1999). Leaving new religions: theoretical issues and findings. 
Presented at annual CESNUR conference, Bryn Athyn, PA. 

202. Richardson, J. T. (1999). Law and new religions. Invited presentation to FBI 
leadership at FBI seminar, Virginia. 

203. Richardson, J. T. (1999). Social control of new religions in Israel. Presented at 
conference on “Millennialism in Jerusalem, 2000” held in Jerusalem, June, co-
sponsored by the Millennium Studies Center at Boston University and an Israeli 
university, and the FBI and Israeli security forces. 

204. Richardson, J. T., S. Dobbin, S. Gatowski, Ginsburg, G., and M. Merlino (1999). 
Judging science: Results of a national survey of judges about Daubert and scientific 
evidence. Invited presentation at joint meetings of the American Psychology-Law 
Society and the European Society and Law Association, Dublin, Ireland. 

205. Dobbin, S., S. Gatowski, G. Ginsburg, M. Merlino, and J. T. Richardson (1999). 
Surveying difficult populations: Lessons learned from a survey of state trial court 
judges. Presented at annual meeting of Law and Society Association, Chicago, IL. 

206. Richardson, J.T., S.  Dobbin, S. Gatowski, G. Ginsburg, and M. Merlino (1999). A 
clash of cultures: When diverse disciplines meet in the legal arena. Presented at 
annual meeting of Law and Society Association, Chicago, IL. 

207. Richardson, J.T. (1999). Implications of the “knowledge society” for higher 



210. 





242. Richardson, J.T. (1996). New religions and the law in Eastern and Central Europe. 
Presented at 10th International Conference of Centre D’Information sur les 
Nouve





273. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Legal and scientific controversies concerning new 
religious groups. Presented at British Socio-Legal Association, Exeter, England. 

274. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Personality assessment of participants in new religions. 
Presented at annual meeting of the Western Psychological Association, Phoenix, 
AZ.  

275. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Social science expert testimony: An assessment. Presented 
at annual meeting of Western Psychological Association, Phoenix, AZ. 

276. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Child abuse accusations as a social control tactic with new 
religions. Presented at annual meeting of the Law and Society Association, 
Chicago. Also presented at annual meeting of the Australian Sociological 
Association, Sydney and to a class on “Religious Institutions,” University of 
Queensland, Brisbane. 

277. Richardson, J. T. (1993). The Satanism Scare: Social construction of an international 
social problem. Presented at annual meeting of the Australian Sociological 
Association, Sydney. Also presented at the Sociology departments of the University 
of Auckland and the University of Tasmania. 

278. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Social control of new religions. Presented at biannual 
meeting of the International Society for the Sociology of Religion, Budapest, and 
the annual meeting of the Australian Law and Society Association, Sydney.  

279. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Cults and the law: A comparison of the U.S., Europe, and 
Australia. Invited public lecture at the University of Queensland Law School, 
Brisbane. 

280. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Cults, the law, and taxation. Public lecture presented at 
Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia. 

281. Richardson, J. T. (1993). Evidentiary problems in cases involving controversial 
religious groups and practices. Public lecture at Victoria University, Wellington, 



Scientific Study of Religion, Arlington, VA. Also presented at the biannual meeting 
of the International Society for the Sociological Study of Religions, Maynooth, 
Ireland, 1991. 

290. DeWitt, John, and J.T. Richardson (1992). Lawyer advertising and public opinion. 
Presented at annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, Oakland, CA.  

291. Richardson, J.T. (1992). Graduate degree programs for judges. Presented at annual 
meeting of the National Association of State Judicial Educators, Charleston, SC. 

292. Dewitt, John, J.T. Richardson, and L.W. Warner (1991). Novel scientific evidence 
and the juror: A social-psychological approach to the Frye relevance controversy. 
Presented at annual meeting of the Association for the Advancement of Science, 
Washington, D.C. 

293. Richardson, J.T. (1991). The Satanism Scare in America. Presented at annual 
meeting of the Western Social Science Association, Reno, NV, and at the biannual 
meeting of the International Society for the Sociological Study of Religions, 
Maynooth, Ireland. 

294. Richardson, J.T. (1991). The social psychology of conversion and defection in new 
religions. Invited address at Western Psychological Association, San Francisco, 
CA. 

295. Richardson, J.T. and J. DeWitt (1991). Christian Science and the law. Presented at 
annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Pittsburgh, PA. 

296. Dillon, Jane, and J.T. Richardson (1991). Social construction of the “cult” concept. 
Presented at annual meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, 
Pittsburg, PA. 

297. Richardson, J.T. (1991). Legal definitions of conversion. Presented at annual 
meeting of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Pittsburg, PA. 

298. Richardson, J.T., B. Colbert, and T. Trainer (1991). Federal and state cases dealing 
with Satanism. Presented at annual meeting of the American Criminological 
Society, San Francisco, CA. 

299. Richardson, J.T., B. Colbert, and T. Trainer (1991). A review of state cases 
involving Satanism. 



mobilization theory and the activist paradigm of conversion and participation. 
Presented at annual meeting of the Western Social Science Association, Portland, 
Oregon. 

306. Richardson, J.T. (1990). Definitions of “cult”: From sociological-technical to 
popular negative. Presented at annual meeting of the American Psychological 
Society, Boston, Mass. 

307. Richardson, J.T. and M.W. Stewart (1990). Medicalization of participation in new 
religions. Presented at annual meeting of the Association for the sociology of 
religion, Washington, D.C. 

308. Richardson, J.T. (1990). Public opinion in the tax trial of Reverend Moon. 
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